Multi-system cytomegalovirus fetopathy by recurrent infection in a pregnant woman with hepatitis B.
A pregnant woman with acute hepatitis B virus (HBV) infection had her second pregnancy terminated at 25 weeks' gestation because of fetal ascites and ventriculitis. Meconium peritonitis was also found at autopsy. No HBV DNA but cytomegalovirus (CMV) DNA was detected in the fetal liver and ascitic fluid. Recurrent maternal CMV infection was demonstrated by pre-existing CMV IgG antibodies, high IgG avidity and low IgM levels. After abortion, the patient developed chronic active hepatitis. Nevertheless, having become pregnant again with a new partner, she had an uneventful third pregnancy and gave birth to a healthy boy.